
ad sciurus 
THE SQUIRREL 

It has been lovely seeing lots of our families joining us for events 
this week in school from maths workshops, and Year 2 
Performances to International families coming in for an afternoon 
tea to explore activities and events, especially around our bread 
curriculum focus.  

I was so impressed with the Year 2 performances this morning as 
they explored stories from the Bible. We had the creation story, 
Noah’s Ark and The Good Samaritan. The children also linked these 
stories to looking after our amazing world and showing kindness to 
others. Talking about kindness, and I do say often, that kindness 
really does change the world it saddens me when I hear that our 
neighbours and some of our team have experienced not so kind 
moments. I do understand that the stresses of life and time in 
particular can make all of us not always think of others and show the 
kindness that we all deserve. May I ask that we show this kindness at 
all times to our neighbours, to the community and to each other and 
to strangers. Life needs kindness.  

The learning around our Hovis curriculum focus has been lovely this 
week from making butter in jam jars, making bread rolls, exploring 
Romeo and Juliet, playing the drums and so much more. I am loving 
the inspiration and creativity in school. We have finalised our learning 
jigsaws for this term and these have been coming home once 
completed. I do hope you find these useful about the knowledge and 
skills the children will be developing over the next ten weeks. 
Newsletters for year groups have also started to go home too. As 
always, please do contact your child’s class teacher both for lovely 
things and things that are causing any worries. I really like the strap 
line of Hovis, ‘As Good Today as it Has Always Been’ and asking the 
question if this is true for different aspects of our lives. The music 
assembly that Mr. Andre shared was a great example of this and 
created good debate both in school and at home. Over the coming 
weeks, we will explore other aspects of life and ask the same 
question, is it as good today as it has always been? 

This week, Miss McQueen sent out a survey regarding Makaton 
training. Thank you for the responses, we will now work to put a 
training session together. We are also looking to run a Baby and 
Toddler Makaton singing group and Makaton introduction to our new 
families joining us in September. If you have not applied for your 
child’s place for September please do. The deadline is Sunday 15th 
January. We are always so touched when families choose us! 

Mr Andre has also booked in a family session on Tuesday 7th 
February on Safer Internet use. This is in connection with Safer 
Internet Day. As a school we talk and discuss many ways to keep safe 
online but also to become responsible digital users. So many 
incidents we support are often around comments made when gaming 
or through WhatsApp groups, (even though the official age for this 
app is 12 years old) or messaging. Sometimes the children really do 
not understand the impact of their behaviours online and how this 
transfers into school. We have also updated national statistics and I 
was most upset and disturbed by the increase in reported sexual 
abuse online. It is not appropriate to go into the details of this 
information, but it was so upsetting that I have not shared it with the 
team in school through email and will only share it at a time when the 
team can be supported. It just really highlights the importance of 
keeping our children close and safe at all times.  

 

Next week in school, Monday is now known as ‘Blue Monday’. The 
third Monday in January has been awarded this gloomy title due to 
the combination of Christmas blues, dark, cold nights which are 
particularly wet and windy and the arrival of post-Christmas credit 
card bills. It was originally a ‘PR’ stunt by a travel company to entice 
families to book their holidays away in the sunshine but it is now 
recognised as the gloomiest day of the year. So, lets see how we can 
turn a Blue Monday into a fabulous Monday! Maybe plan a special 
tea, a walk out, laugh lots by watching a funny family film, be 
together and hug. In school, we will plan lots of lovely learning 
activities and participate in some laughing therapy! 

Year 6 families are invited in for lunch with their children next 
week. We have a special Census Day lunch on Thursday, with an ‘All 
American’ menu. Please do book your lunches for your children 
online on your school money and through the office for families.  

I wanted to alert you to some things in the dairy so they do not 
creep up as a surprise. We have got our annual Vocabulary Dress Up 
Day booked for Tuesday 21st February which is just after half term 
and this year we are asking children to dress up in a word but also 
find out what that word is in different languages. For example, 
Daisy’s ‘go to’ word is dog and last year she had lots of synonyms for 
the word dog. This year, she would be le chein, el perro, der Hund, il 
cane and cachorro to give you an idea of our idea! I always love 
vocabulary dress up day as the ideas that come in are always so good 
and creative and I am sure this year will be just as good. This date is 
also Shrove Tuesday and we will be looking to make our own 
pancakes and run a race or two!  

 

 

 

 

 

We also have World Book Day, Comic Relief, Lanesend Bake Off and 
of course, Dance Live, which is 5 school weeks away. We are just in 
the process of finishing off the final details and we will also be 
sending a form home for permissions for face paints, lunch options, 
collection details and much more! The dance is coming on well but is 
now about what they call in the trade, ‘polishing’. So any practice you 
can do at home and working on refining lines, feet, heads etc would 
be great. Think Strictly judges! We will get Mary to send home some 
videos to support this.  

The weather continues to be wet and windy and our school site is 
very soggy. I would highly recommend wellington boots and 
waterproofs so that when the children go out to play they have some 
defence against the mud!  

Hope you have a lovely weekend and we look forward to another 
great week in school. On Sunday, it is World Religion Day that 
celebrates common factors between faiths. 

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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FOR YOU 
 

Thursday 19th January is our ‘All 

American’ Menu for Census Day. 

Yummy! 
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A close week this week with Gryffindor House 

taking the lead by 95 points.  

Well done Team Gryffindor. 



Use these prompts with your children at home to start a conversation about 

their week in school... 

Reception— Talk to me about... one more and one less, number frames to ten, the sounds that v,w,x,y in 
phonics and common exception words put, pull, his, and high frequency word 'and', multi-skills in P.E .  

Words to use... more, less, fewer altogether, equipment, movement, faster slower. 
Tips for the week... Remember to blend each word when reading and re-read stories to develop fluency. 

We have been reading... The Way Back Home. 
Year 1—Talk to me about...rhythm and drumming. What is rhythm?   

  
Words to use….rhythm, beat, pattern, pace, slow, fast.  

  
Tips for the week...we've been writing stories in literacy. Ask me to share my story.  

  
We have been reading....Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.   
 Year 2— Talk to me about ... The Little Red Hen and kindness 

Words to use… First, next, after that, then, finally.  
Tips for the week … keep counting in tens and ones from different starting numbers.  

We have been reading... The Creation story, Noah’s Ark and The Good Samaritan  
 

Year 3 – TALK TO ME ABOUT... musical appreciation 

WORDS TO USE... pulse, tempo, rhythm, percussion, feeling 

TIPS FOR THE WEEK... colons before a list 

WE ARE READING... lots of recipes and other instructions! 

Year 4— Talk to me about:  

How to make butter from cream, the importance of budgeting and instruction sentence starters.  

Tip of the week:  

When adding decimals, always line up the decimal points.  

We have been reading:  

The Legend of Podkin One Ear.  

Year 5— Talk to me about... how we multiply by two digit numbers. 
Words to use... stigma, style, anther, filament, pollinator, ovary, ovules, pollination, fertilisation. 

Tips for the week... Use a relative clause (which can be marked with commas, dashes or brackets) to add 
information to a sentence. 

We have been reading... ‘Secrets of A Sun King’ by Emma Carroll. 
Year 6— Year 6 have immersed themselves in Shakespeare this week. 

Ask them about the story of Romeo and Juliet. Can they remember the key elements? 

In maths we have been working on fractions. Can you show how to multiply fractions?  

We have explored the food and farming techniques of the Ancient Maya. Ask me what might be on a 
Mayan menu. 
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SKILL OF THE MONTH 
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Our Skill of the 

Month is Staying 

Positive: Staying 

Positive - Getting 

started - Skills 

Builder Homezone 

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone/staying-positive-getting-started
https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone/staying-positive-getting-started
https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone/staying-positive-getting-started
https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone/staying-positive-getting-started
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